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Protracted Absence of Foster Harmful to Chances of Team fo

r Pennant

See NDmohundre for Good Qlothes.

We Can’t Tell
Enough About the New

Summer

Suitings
FOR MEN.

—\We might -write a whole
page about them—give their
entire historv — and when
evervthing "was said and
done one glance by the man
who buys would tell him
more downright facts that he
wanted to know than our
whole page would "do.

See the Big Assortment
to Choose From

«$20

Other Values Up to $40.

FExcellent blue serges,
brown cheviots, tan and
grays and other new fancy
suitings in worsteds, chev-
iots and tweeds that will
“TAKE” in a hurry with
men who like good-looking
clothes.

Perfect Fit—
Or Money Back.

This  guarantee .backs
every - purchase of Omo-
hundro Tailored - to - order
Clothes: You must be satis-

fied before we take a penny
of vour money. Your suit
will be made on the premises
by our expert tailoring staff.

Omohundro

—The Tailor—
Near

8]8 F St. gth St.

Full Dress and Tuxedo Saits ror Hire.

How About Those Dull
Safety Razor Blades?

Are vou going to throw them away?
Dou't do it. PEring them in to us. We sharpen
them with san eleciric machine, giving them keen,
lasting etlzes. Charzes very low.
RIUDOLI'H & “'EST‘.‘“... 1322 N. Y. ave.

HAVRE DE GRACE RACES

SIX RACES DAILY, FROM
APPRII. 18 TO MAY 1, INCLUSIVE.

Admission, Grandstand and Paddock,

$1.50. Ladies, $1.00.

Special train—Peun. R. R., 12:10.

FARE, ROUND TRIP, $1.50.

“dl

ORFOLK 2 Ney
ARROW
COLLAR

HIGH'INTHE B AND
LOWLINFRONT - 2.
Cigett, Peabody & Co., Inc., Makers

TIRES

We Sell Standard Makes.
The Kind That Lask.
Special Prices Quoted.

BARBER & ROSS,
1 1th anq G Sss.

Week Days Until

May 1, Inclusive
$1.50 oo
SPECIAL TRAIN

Direct to Gate of Track.
Leaves Unlon Statiom 12:10 P.M.
. Beturning after Races.
Tickets Good Only on Special Trains

PENNSYLVANIA
RAILROA

LD.

" “BIG ED” WALSH HAS

porarily Out of Game.

CHICAGO. April 29 —“Big Ed” Walsh,
g:‘e pitching star of the Chicago White
X, is suffering from a severe cold. and

did not leave with his teammates for
Detreit last evening.

He may be unable to play foer a week
or two. but insists that he will be ready

to take his place in the box before the

end of the week His absence for any

's::mh of time would cripple the White
X. ’ -

i ball pitcher to a spitter which would

FOSTER'S ABSENCE
S MUCH NOTICED

Should Player Be Out a Long
Time Team’s Pennant Hopes
Would Be Affected.

WESTERN CLUBS ARE
STRONGER THIS YEAR

Eastern Managers Are Not
Likely to Find Easy Pick-
ings Out There.

BY J. ED GRILLO.

Special Dispatch to The Star,
PHILADELPHIA, April 20.—Eddie Fos-

ter's absence from the Nationals’
line-up is sure to prove a severe
handicap, and if his illness should be

protracted it might seriously aflect 'thpl
team’'s pennant chances. All hope of
Foster being able to play within the next
few weks has been dispelled by the in-
formation which has reached Manager
Griffiths that the little infielder is in dan-
ger of being stricken with typhoid fever,
which, under the most favorable condi-
tions, would prevent him from playing at
all this season.

Foster’'s value to the team must not be
underestimated. In many respects ‘xel
proved himself one of the most capable |
men under Griffith. Not only is he a
splendid fielder, but he is a scientific
batsman, who did much last season to
make the Nationals’ brilliant showing
possible. Laporte, of course, will hold up
his end with the bat, but he is not thoL
third baseman that is Foster, and his1
hitting is along straightaway lines. Moel
ler and Foster were a wonderful_inside
combination last season. They worked
smoothly together, and did much to up-
hold the team’'s offemsive- strength. No
other pair of players in the American
League had the hit-and-run play down
better than they, and it was because‘of
the unexpected things they did that op-
posing téeams had reason to fear them.

With Foster out of the line-up this com-
bination is broken up and the team con-
sequently weakened.

Nothing that has happened to the team
is regretted as much by Griffith as Fos-
ter's absence, and, while there is still
hope that his present malady will not
keep him out of the game very long, one
or two of the defeats the Nationals have
suffered to date can be directly attributed
tgl t;e fact that Foster was not playing
third.

Another double-header was put on the
National list vesterday when the game
here with the Athletics had to be called
off because of the incessant rains which
fell all day Sunday and until noon yes-
terday. While it cleared about that time,
the grounds were unfit for play and the
game was called off. This gives the team
six double-headers to look forward to,
and five of these will have to be played
on the home grounds, which is consid-
ered some advantage. So as not to have
his pitchers get a setback, Griffith had
all his batteries out at Shibe Park dur-
ing the afternoon taking a good, stiff
work-out. Johnson was the only pitcher
excused, because he is slated to face
Mack’'s team tcday, but the others were
sent the route and were well tired when
they returned to the clubhouse.

That Griffith has some doubte as to the
strength’ of his pitching staff is indicated
by his desire to add Joke Lake to his
staff. He belleves that in time his young
twirlers will ,develop, but he recognizes
the fact that most of them are yet too
inexperienced to be relied upon, and that
he must have at least one more veteran
to bolster up the young fellows. Several
of them can go part of the route and do
well, but appear to weaken during the
closing innings, and it is for just such
omergencies that Griffith figures Lake
would earn his spurs. Lake would be the
only one of the Nationals' twirlers who
relies on a spit ball for effectiveness,
and it would be the change from a curve-

help his effectiveness, it is figured. As
vet he has learned nothing as to whether
Detroit would turn Lake over or not,
but he has filed his claim and is await-
ingresults. Of Griffith had one more classy
pitcher the going would apparently be
casy. Add a fellow like Hamilton of the
Browns, for instance, to the Nationals’
staff and the team would have all the
earmarks of a pennant winner, But such
pitchers are not available, and it is up
to Grifith to do the best he ¢an with
the material on hand.

8St. IL.ouis and Cleveland appear to be
the two western clubs who threaten to
be prominent in the present race. The
Naps are showing much better form than
their most sangulne admirers expected,
while the Browns are showing enough
to warrant the prediction that they will
not be near the bottomn at the finish of
the race. Stovall seems to have built
up an almost entirely new ball team at
8t. Louis, and, having a rather smart set
of pitchers, he is apt to upset all eal-
culations and have a real contender in
this year's race. Chicago has already
proved a disappointment. There seemed
to be a chance in the early spring of the
Sox making another good start and get-
ting a lead. but the team, if anything,
seems weaker this year than it was last,
principally because E4d Walsh is not go-
isg as he did in former years,

Detroit is a problem. Jennings does
not seem to have much of a team, and
yet he has a hustling lot of youngsfers,
and with Cobb back in the line-up the
Tigers are always sure to be dangerous,
though, of course. they do not appear to
have the strength to finish in the first
division. On the whole. it is very plain
that there will be no easy picking in the
west this year. The teams are stronger
as a whole than they were last season,
and some interesting: things may develop
when the eastern teams make their in-
4dtial tour through that section.

But one of the local sporting writers
falled to take a fall-out of Eddie Ain-
smith for blocking McInnis at the plate
In Satytday's same. All the others con-
demned the piay, though it is absolutely
legitimate. A catcher who would not at-
tempt to prevent a run from scoring
when he had a chance to prevent it by
blocking a runner does not belong in the
major league. It reguires gameness and
some judgment, and Is not easily pulled
if the base runner is alert and can do
the fall-away slide. MciInnis slid straight
away, and Ailnsmith by taking Ilong
chances blocked him until he could reach
the ball and then retired his man.

The average pitcher has to give e¢ach
batter who faces him some thought so
as to make himaself effective. .. He ran-
not merely pitch fast and curve balls
alternately and expect to get away with
it, but he must use judgment and try to
outguess the bhatter. :

There is no doubt that many of the
voung pltchers have as much, or more,
in the way of deceiving deliveriegs as the
veterans, but they lack the knowledge
of the art and it is this handicap which
tells. Of course, with a pitcher like John-
son, it makes Jittle” difference whether
he calculates or not, because he has =o
much stuff, though Walter is given credit
for pitchiﬁ'g heady ball these days. The
suc-ess of a young pitcher, however, does
not depend so much on his arm as on
his head, and it is the youngster -who
learns to give work some thought who
makes good. Griffith, who in his day
was given credit for knowing as much
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MAY BE TRADED TO THE
BOSTON RED SOX

HAL CHASE.,

the game, puts in considerable of his
time trying to instruct his young pitchers
in that feature of the pitching game
which i{s not wearing on the arm, and he
hopes by this process to succeed in mak-
ing real pitchers out of several of his
youngsters.

When it comes to having a well behaved
lot of playvers Griffith is perhaps more
fortunate than any of his rival man-
agers. There is not a dissipater on the
team:; rules are never violated and the
entire bunch of players is well behaved
and appears contented. It is not neces-
sary for a watch to be placed on any of
them, as is often done by ball clubs.
Griffith has imposed certain rules which
are observed without a murmur and he
places every confidence in his men by
putting them on their honor, which is
never violated. Grifith made it plain at
the outset that the only kind of players
he will tolerate are those who attend
strictly to their business, and no matter
who the individual may be, no excep-
tions will be made. There is no favor
shown to any playver. The star is treat-
ed just as is the rec¢ruit, and as a result
there is never any grumbling in the
ranks.

According to Griffith, the day is not far
off when Acosta, the sixteen-year-old
Cuban, will be a full-fledged major league
outfielder. The youngster had a lot of
ability when he reported at Charlottes-
ville, and he has learned a. whole lot since
then. What is more, he is growing at
an alarming rate and gives promise of
being quite a good-sized fellow by next
season. Both Acosta and Calvo are learn-
ing much by their experience of making
the trips with the team. They are now
getting an opportunity of seeilng the best
players in the countsy in action, and as
both are alert they are sure to pick up
a lot that will benefit them later.

In the event of any one of the regular
outfielders being incapacitated, one or the
other of the Cubans is ready to take his
place, and it would not be at all sur-
prising if both of them made good with
& Vengeance.

These rainy days are proving a set-
back to Griffith’s yvoung pitchers. He had
hoped to have every one of them in a
game long before this, so as to enable
him to get a good line on them, but
with so many off days. it is keeping him
busy working his veterans, and the
youngsters are not getting the chances
he had hoped for. Griffith’s original
plans were to use his young pitchers
as often as possible during the early
games, but these have all been upset
by the numerous postponements, and it
will be some time yet, undoubtedly, be-
fore some of them will get a chance.
But as soon as a long stretch of games
is under way and the time comes when
the veterans need a few days' rest the
youngsters will be given an opportunity
and Grifith figures that several of them
will make good just as soon as they get
the work they are in need of.

So long as Eddle Ainsmith continues
to play the brilllant ball he has shown
this spring there is no danger of his
being taken out of the game. Griffith
proposes to keep him busy right along,
ibecause of the great strength he adds
to the team’'s line-up in an offensive way,
his hitting and base running having been
of. the best In every game he has taken
part in this season. It is, of course. not
to be expected that Ainsmith can do all
the work. for thg strain is sure to slacken
him. Barring accidents, he is due for a
long s=iege of work behind the bat. ‘Henry
and ‘Willlams are gradually getting into
their best  form, and they will be ready
shortly to take their turns whenever they
are called uvon.

Few young pitchers show to advantage
during the first year or.so of their major
league experience. Walter .Johnson, of
course, was an exception to this rule, but
simply because a youngster has frequent-
lv to be taken out of a game in .which
he is working does not make him a fail-
ure. There are any number of pitchers
who rank well up today who made poor
starts, yet showed enough natural stuoff
to warrant their retention. Cashion, for
instance, belongs to this ¢lass. There is
no doubt that he has the making of a
piteher of class, but whether he will come
this season or not still remains to be
seen. He has not worked in a game
this year. because Griffith concluded
in the spring that Cashion needs the hot
weather to. loosen him up thoroughly, but
it seems to be the general impression
among the catchers who handle the big
fellow's delivery that he will show marked
improvement this year over last, and if
he does he is sure to be of much help
to the team. :

WILDING AND DOUST WIN.

Beat Gore and Lamb in Covered-

Courts Lawn Tennis Match.

LONDON, April 230.—The
round of the covered-courts lawn tennis
championship .was playved at the Queen's
Club yesterday, when the holders, A, F,
Wilding and Stanley N. Doust (Austra-

lasia), defeated the challengers, A, VW,
Gore' and E. W. Lamb (England), by a
gcore of 6, 62 and 6.

- No Game Today—Wet Grounds.
PHILADELPHIA, April 29.—(Ameri-

can) Washington-Philadelphia game
postponed—wet grounds,

S <
STANDING, SCHEDULES
AND RESULTS IN BIG
BASE BALL LEAGUES
o >

AMERICAN LEAGUE.

Teams. W. L. Pet. Win. Lose.
Athletics... 9 2 .818 .833 .750
Cleveland.. 10 4 .714 .733 .667
Washington 7 3 .700 .727 .G36
Chicago.... 8 8 .500 .529 .471
St. Louls... 7 9 .438 .471 .412
Boston..... 6 8 .384 .429 .357
Detroit..... 5 9 .357 .400 .333
New York.. 210 .167 .231 .154

NATIONAL LEAGUE.

Teams. W. L. Pect. Win." Lose,
New York.. 7 3 .700 .727 .636
Chicago.... 10 4 .714 .733 .667
Phila...... 5 3 .625 .667 .556
Pittsburgh. 8 6 .671 .600 .533
Brooklyn... 6 5 .645 .583 .500
St. Louis... 7 7 .500 .533 .467
Cinclnnati.. 210 .167 .231 .154
Boston..... 2 9 .182 .250 .167

YESTERDAY’S RESULTS.

AMERICAN LEAGUE.
ALL GAMES POSTPONED—RAIN.
NATIONAL LEAGUE.
Chicago...... 8|Pittsburgh....5

St. Louis. .... 7| Cincinnati....5

SCHEDULES.

AMERICAN

TODAY.
Washington at Phila.
Roston at New York.
Chicago at Detroit.

LEAGUE.

TOMORROW.
Washington at Phila.
Boston at New York.
Chicago at Detroit.
Cleveland at St. Louis.

NATIONAL LEAGUE.

TODAY. TOMORROW.
New York zt Brooklyn. | New York at Brooklyn.
Phila. at Boston. Phila. at Boston.
Cincinnati at Chicago. | Cincinnati at Chicago.
3t. Louis at Pittsburgh.

MINOR LEAGUE GAMES.

VIRGINIA LEAGUE,

At Portsmouth— R.
Richmond ... 8 1 2 0 0 1 2 0 0—-12 11 0o
Portsmouth... 0 1 0 1 ¢ 0 0 0 0-2 9 7T

Batteries—Burivson and Luskey; Verbout, Rob-
erison, Weidell and Hudgins.

At Petersburg—
Petershurg.... 3 1 0 1
Norfolk...... (LTI T

H. E.

100 2 x-8 16 1
O 00 00-1 4 2

Batterics — Hodgepeth and Laughlin; Shenn,
Saxe and PPowell,

At Newport News 2
Roanoke, . .... 1909111000 0-4 8 0
Newport News 0 0 1 0 0 ¢ & 0 0—-1 3 1
I?Baltcrlos—-i'arrculvr and Lafitte; Paxson and
fzun. ;

INTERNATIONAL LEAGUE.

Buffalo, 7: Baltimore, 7.
All other games postpoved; rain.

SOUTHERN LE.%GEB.
Montgomery. 4: New Orleans, 2.
Nashville, 4;: Atlanta, 3.

Memphis, 6; Mobile, 2. >
Birminghnam, 7; Chattanooga, 0.

CAROLINA LEAGUE.

Gireensboro. 10; Raleigh, 5.
Winston-Salem, «; Durbam, 0,
Charlotte, 9; Ashevilie, 2.

AMERICAN ASSOCIATION.

All games postponed,

TEXAS LEAGLE.
Datlas. 0: Beaumont, +).
San Antopio, 6; Waco, 5.
Austin, §; Galveston, 1.
Houstcen, 14; Fort Worth, 1.

COTTON STATES LEAGUE.
Jacksan, &; Selma, 1.

Pensacola, &; Clarksdale, 6.
Columbue, 6; Meridian, 1.

Catcher Sterrett’s Mother Dies.
LEWISTON, Pa., April 29.-Mrs.. John
Sterrett -of: Milroy. aged fifty-seven. moth-

{er of First Baseman and Catcher Charles
challenze:

Herbert Sterrett of the New York High-
landers, died suddenly yesterday after-
noon from an_ attack of pneumonia.
Charles hurried here from New York.
but arrived half an holi too late, finding
his mother dead.

- — i

Another young catcher making good in
the Argerk.-an League iz Sam Agnew, se-
cured by ; _
Yernon (libh of the Pacilic Coast League.
Agnew poesesses an arm far above the
average, and American lL.eague base run-

ners have developed a wholesome respeet
for its prowess, o

draft by the Browns from the|

MAY LET CHASE &0

Stahl Probably Dickering for
Star First Sacker.

CHANCE IN TRADING MOOD|

New York Leader Will Let Hal Go
if He Gets Men He Wants
in Exchange.

NEW YORK, April 29.—-J. Garland
Stahl, manager of the Boston Red Sox,
admitted at Bretton Hall yvesterday that
he would make a deal for Hal Chase if he
could come to terms with Frank Chance
Lof the New York Americans. Stahl saw
Chase play center field at the Polo Grounds
Saturday and later he discussed the
probability of landing the star first base-
man. Stahl waxed so enthusiastic over
the subject after talking it over with
several members of the world's champions
that he suddenly packed his grip and
took the 12 o'clock train that night for
Boston.

It was said yvesterday at Bretton Hall,
where the Red Sox are stopping, that
Stahl {alked with Pres!dent McAleer Sun-
day before returning here yesterday
morning with Treasurer Robert McRoy.
Stahl would not say that he had held a
confab with President Farrell and Man-
ager Chance, and the New York men
professed ignorance of any proposition
from the Red Sox.

McRoy said that he had come over hur-
riedly to fix up the final settlement of
the purchase of Player Bradley by th2
Jersey City club, but became as dumb as
the Sphinx when asked about Chase. Mec-
Roy went back to Boston at 3 o'clock in
the afternoon.

Stahl has been unable to play first base
all spring. His legs have been troubling
him and he has been forced to turn the
bag over to Janvrin and Engle, neither of
whom can play it up to the handle.
Stahl purchased some new-fangled elas-
tic stockings yesterday which he will try
at the Polo Grounds today, but he doesn't
expect to recover his former speed for
some time to come.

Stahl and the Red Sox =aid yesterday
that Chase would help them wonderfully,
and in discussing a trade it was stated
by one of the Boston men that McAleer
probably would be willlng to give up
three or four players in exchange. It
was said that Chance could take his pick
of gthe Boston catchers, Carrigan, Cady,
Nunamaker and Thomas; also that the
Red Sox management might offer Out-
fielder Henriksen and Infielders Janvrin
and Ball.

It was stated that Chance was ready to
make trades and would let any man go
if he saw a way to strengthen the New
York team. Chance, it iIs known, has re-
celved several offers for Chase, but from
the peerless leader's standpoint they are
not worth considering. Whether one of
these offers comes from the Red Sox or
not Chance will not say.

If McAleer and Stahl want Chase
enough to yield to Chance's demands it
is believed that the New Yorks can get
men who will be of inestimable wvalue.
Cady, who caught Joe Wood all last sea-
son and was the Red Sox's star backstop
in the world's series, would help Chance
wonderfully. Neal Ball, once with the
New Yorks, is a first-class infielder. He
has supplanted Steve Yerkes at second
base this spring because of his superior
flelding. Janvrin is a promising Young-
ster who can play third base. Henrik-
sen is a bench warmer, because he isn't
able to displace Lewis, Speaker or Honoper
in the outfield.

There has been no friction between
Chance and Chase. The New York man-
ager said recently that Chase had done
his best to help. Chase willingly tried to
cover second base and did not file a de-
murrer when assigned to center field. But
the fact that Chance intends to play first
base himself as soon as his legs are
strong again apparently makes Chase a
factor in some kind of a trade. Chase
probably would welcome an opportunity
to play first base for the Red Sox and
the Boston players say that Hal would
just about enable them to win another
world’'s serles,

There isn't a doubt that Chance has
made up his mind as to certain New
York players to be involved in deals, but
until he gets what he wants he prefers
to keep silent. Maybe Stahl and Chance
will get together some time today or to-
Mmorrow.

National League Games.

Cubs in First Place.

CHICAGO, April 29.—Chicago moved
into first place in the National Lecague
vesterday, by defcating Pittsburgh, 8 to 5,
in the final game of the series, while New
York was prevented from playing by wet
grounds. The game was more or less a
farcical exhibition, with each team con-
tributing toward this end. Pittsburgh
made three runs in the eighth by bunch-
ing half a dozen hits, coupled with an
error. :

Pitcher Hendrix could not find the plate
in the locals'.half of the eighth and after
walking two men was forced to retire in
favor of Adams, who also was wild.

The locals, with the bases full on
passes, bunched two doubles, a single and
a satrifice fily, which gave them five runs
and the game. Pitcher Toney in three
times at bat made two singles and a
triple.

Heinie Zimmerman, the regular third
haseman for Chicago, injured his leg in
Sunday’'s game against Pittsburgh in
sliding to a base and was unable to piay.
It may be several davs before he will be

able to take up his regular position.
Score: : '

Chicago............... 1T & 0 0 0 2.0 5 x-8§
Cittsburgh............ 0.0 2 6 0 0 0 3 035

Two-base hits—Byrne, Hofman. Butler, Cly-
mer, Schulte, - Taree-base hit—Toney. Hits—-Off
Hendrix, seven in seven innings. with nope out
in elghth inning; off Adams, three in one in-
ning; off Toney, cleven in eight innings. Sac-
rifice hit—Evers. Sacrifice fir—Archer. Stolen
bases—Clymer, Bridwell, Carey. Double plays
—PBridwell- to Evers to Saier: Bridwell to Evers;
.Hendrix to Mliller to Byrne; Evers .to Brid-
we!l to Saler. Left on bases—Pittshurgh, 8;
Chicago. 8. First base on balls—Off Toney, 5;
off Hendrix, G: off. Adams, 1. Struck out—By
Toney, 4; by Hendrix, 2; by Adams, 1. Um-
pires—Mesers. Brepnan and Eason. Time of
game—2 hours apd 15 minutes,

Third Game for St. Louis.

ST. LOUIS. April 29.—8t. Louis won
yesterday, 7 to 5, taking three out of four
games from Cincinnati. Cincinnati started
off well, scoring three runs in the first on
Bescher's double, Becker's safec bunt,
Tinker's triple.and Marsans’ sacrifice fly.

In.St. Lou!s’ half of the first St. Louis
bunched hits with bases on balls off
Powell and Works, scoring four runs.

In, the second inning Huggins walked,
took second on Smith's balk and scored
on Konetchy's single to second.

‘Cincinnati scored in the fifth on Beck-
er's: single, Tinker's double and Hoblit-
zell's sacrifice fly. In the eighth Sallee's
third s'ngle, a sacrifice hit, a base on
‘balls, a wild pitch and two singles,
scored twob for St. Louls.

‘With two out in the ninth, Cincinnati
scored on Bescher's single, a steal of
second and Becker's third single. Score:
St. Iouls,............ 4 1 0 0 0 0 0 2 x—7
Cinclonatl............ 30 0 0 1 0 0 0 1-35

Two-base hits—Bescher, Clarke, Tinker. Three-
hase hit—Tipker. . Hits—Of Powell. two in ope-
third inning; off Smith, four in five and two-
thirds inn ;" of Packand, four in two* in-
nings.

fler hits—Huggins (2), Hoblitzell,
luc:r.. : hcrlir:r nI:;t :-mu. K:nnetchr.
1; _mmm’]i: . Balk th, First base on
balls—Off Powell, -2; of Weorks, '1; ' off I"ack-

ard, 2: off Smith, 2. Struck out—-Ny Sallee,
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' YOU WILL BE DELIGHTED

——just like the rest of the men who have been in.
never saw such phenomenal tailoring values. .
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: ROYAL BLUE SERGE

Every suit is designed and tailorcd'by our own experts and is
guaranteed absolutely, whether you pay $10.00 or $40.00 for it.

. Mertz and Mertz Co., Inc., 906 F St. N. W,

NO BRANCH HOUSES IN WASHINGTON.
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PAID BY THE

ARE PLAYERS ADEQUATELY

BIG MAGNATES?

Recent Ca,se; of Tyrus Cobb’s Demands;

From Detroit Club Raises Question
of Salary and Treatment.

BY D. L. REEVES.

So far as the player's personal griev-
ance is concérned, the Ty Cobb case is
a closed incident. The greatest base ball
player in the country demanded more
money for his services than his employ-
er, the president of the Detroit club,
thought he could pay, and the contro-
versy that resulted between the two men
and their adherents in the press never
had a parallel in base ball. That Cobb
received an increase in salary both the
player and president affirm. That his
salary was fixed in the sum he demanded
—$15,000—i8 not stated, and we feel sure
that when the great outfielder attached
his signature to a _ contract his signing
was a compromise victory for each party
to- the agreement. Cobb's salary under
his last contract, which expired with the
playing season of 1912, was $§9,000 per
year. When he demanded $15,000 for his
work this year he increased the value of
his services just two-thirds above the

handsome wage that he had previously
received. There js little wonder that Mr.
Navin balked at the proposition. While
professing no source of secret informa-
tion regarding the figures in Cobb's con-
tract, we venture the assertion that they
read $12,000 per annum, which is an aug-
mentation of one-third above his last con-
tract stipend and more than a majority
of .the most honored and important po-
sitlons under the federal government pay.

The effect of Cobb’s demand for an in-
crease of salary was more than personal.
The base ball fame of the man, the wide
publicity given the case as purely a
base ball matter, the increazed and wide-
spread interest given the case when it
served as an excuse for two represent-
atives in Congress to introduce resolu-
tions calling upon the Aitorney General
to investigate the so-called “‘base ball
trust,” made the case one of the most
notable ever arising out of a base ball
controversy, and attracted the attention
of thousands and thousands of persons
who have no interest in base ball or
Cobb, but who would like to know the
true merits in the case. Be it said to
Cobb's credit, he employed no ulterior
means to gain his point. Except for

one or two interviews in which he
answered Mr. Nevin's criticisms in a
dignified manner, he did not seek to

excite public sympathy in his “fight for
liberty from peonage,” as one southern
paper expressed it. As a matter of fact,
we are led to Dbelieve that Ceobb
deprecated the action taken by the con-
gressional representative from tlie dis-
trict in which he resides. But Cobb
having won his case, what becomes of
the question raised whereby he was
granted an increase in salary?

Is there a “base ball trust,” an octopus
that is strangling competition among
professional base ball players, limiting
their salaries disproportionate to the at-
tractive power of their skill and ability
and holding them in indefinite peonage
under what is termed the reserve clause?
The assertion that there is a base ball
trust. in the sense of an unlawful combi-
nation. is absurd to those familiar with
organized base ball. While it is true
that tnere is a supreme governing body,
this organization—the national commis-
slon—has absolutely nothing to do with
the finances of the individual club. Each
club must rely absolutely upon its own
resources. and the financial interests of
the club owners are not pooled. This is
a general statement that applies to every
single club of the thousands which exist
in the hundreds of leagues recognizing
the principle of organization. If the
profits of the clubs in every league—from
the majors down to the lowest minors—
were  pooled, there would be some sub-
'stance in the cry of *“base ball trust,”
but -the fact that every club must stand
or fall upon its own financial resources
is conclusive proof that base ball is not
a monopoly. There are rich and poor
clubse in both the major and minor
leagues. Taking the major league clubs
as tvpical examples of existing condl-
tlons, it can be proven by figures that
not half of the clubs in both leagues
make a legal rate of interest on their in-
vestment. On the other hand, one or two
clubs in each leagues—always the winner
and runner-up—profit to the extent of
handsome returns. But they are entitled
to their profits because the very rature
of the base ball business makes it a
Eamble. a stroke of chance, whether in
one, two, three, five or ten years an own-
er will be so fortunate as to develop
plavers who will constitute a champion-
ship combination. For it is the winner
only that returns profits in base ball. In
this phase of finance base ball is unlike
a.nymother business proposition in the
world.

Much has been said and written about
the reserve clause in base ball players’
contracts which permits a club to auto-
matically hold its players for its sole
eervice from the end of one season until
the beginning of another. On this re-
serve rule stands the foundation of or-
Eanized Lbase ball, the very life and pros-
perity of the game from which thou-
sands derive a livelihood. Sweep away
the reserve rule and in its wake will re-
sult base hall chaos. And no persons
know this hetter than the players. They
recognize that it is the keystone principle
of their profesgion, to remove -which

Messrs. Owens and
and 30 min:

4: by Emith, 2; llyul‘lctlﬂl. 2. Wid I‘lﬂl&l——#

would bring the whole base ball house
down in ruine upon their heads. The

serve clause is the saving and perpetuat-
ing principle of the sport as a means of
livelihood to the thousands who made its
exposition a professlon. It is only neces-
sary to cite the revolt of the players in
1890, when the Brotherhood lL.eague was
organized, to prove the necessity of the
reserve clause. At that time the playérs
deemed this stipulation a hardship, as it
was forced upon them, whereas now they
agree to its protecting influence by sign-
ing contracts. that contain a Treserve
clause. The brotherhood movement was
also directed against a limitation agree-
ment among the club owners respecling
the salary that should be pald. The limit
was $2 400, or less than Ty Cobb demand-
ed per month from the Detroit Club. The
kinge of the diamond in those days had
no other alternative than submit to the
salary limit. It is almost inconceivable
in these days of Immense salaries, when
even a youngster from the lowest class

bush league demands $2,400, to think
that such men as Del ty, Duitfy
Kelly, Clarkscn, Nichols. Nash, Rusie

and a host of other stars of that period,
which compared favorably with the best
men of today, reccived only the salary
Hmit of $2,400 or even less. The players,
who are mostly concerned. and the pub-
lic are rot secking the abolition of the
reserve clause in base ball. Both know
that it is the very foundation of the
game, from which the former obtain
thousands of doliars ycarly and the lat-
ter unl'mited pleasure and recreation
The only demand for its abolition is from
a very limited number of soreheads.
But what about the cry for a general
investigation into the methods of the so-
styled “base ball trust”? Are the methods
pernicious, are they inimical to the inter-
ests of the players? Are the players
slaves in the employ of a “trust,”” do not
they have any advantages, ae their con-
tracts one sided, are they underpald, are
they unfairly treated in any respect? Al-
lowing for every exception to the general
rule, we unhes'tatingly and emphatically
answer no. This assertion is not based
on a superficlal knowledge of the game,
its players, their environments and treat-
ment. but on positive and practical in-
formation cained by an official conlinection
with a major league club for five yvears.
The base ball player of today is better
paid than any other class of employes
in the country. The youngest players,
those just seeking trial In the major
leagues, receive from $1.500 to $2000 for a
period of six months’' service. What ceor-
poration pays its great mass of employes
at the same rate? Only the executive
heads receive remuneration correspond-
ing to that received by a skilled base ball
player. Yet some disgruntled eritics
would have the general public believe
inat the average ball plaver is underpaid.
What constitutes Lis hours of labor and
his general treatment? I_{is hours during
the morning when plaving at home are
between 9:30 to about noon. He reports
about 2 o'clock in the afternoon and plavs
a game tnat ordinarily consumes two
hours. After that he is free until the
following morning at 9:30. When on the
road morning practice is omitted and his
only work Is participation in an altérnoon
game. What Is his treatment? He rides
in speclal cars. Is lodged at the best
hotels at the expense of the elub, has at
hi= command the expert services of a
trainer, has his bagzage _transported
without his personal supervision, if in-
jured or is taken sick on the road, re-
ceives medical attention without personal
expense, and if injured In the service of
his club receives his full salary for the
remainder of the playving year. To the
reader who is not famillar with the con-
ditions under which base ball players are
working we will permit them to answer
these questions for themselves. Are
they adequately paid and do they recelve
fair treatment? Is their condition better
or worse than the average salary earner?

WILL BOWL AT 1915 FAIR.

Gbmpetition at San Francisco to Be
Open tc the World.

NEW YORK, April 29.—Bowling will
be one of the sporting features in con-
junction with the Panama-Pacific exposi-
tion in San Francisco in 1915 It is
planned to hold a tournament in a spe-
cial hall. provided for the purpose, the
competition to be open to the world.

Willlam V. Thompson of Chicago plans
to have a team of bowlers accompany
the Giants and the Whité Sox on their
world tour this vear. There is bowling
in France, Germany, England Australia
and even Africa,-but the cenditions are
not exactly the same as here. Wherever
new allevs are installed,- the standards
get in America are used. Recently alleys
of modern type were installed in Hong-
kong and Havana by a New York firm.
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8ir Cecil a Base Ball Fan.

NEW YORK, April 20.—¥ the Ameri-.
can League base ball pennant goes to the
National Capital nobody will be gladder
than Sir Cecil Arthur Spring-Rice, the
new British ambassador. r Cecil yes-
terday announced himself a fan. He qual-
ified many years ago, he said, for this is
the fifteenth time he has
United States. . He is also an enthusiast
over rowing. .
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H. B. LEARY, JR., Agent,
TEL. N. 4434. 221 14th XT. VW

'ﬁp ﬁe&sure Cars,
Service Trucks

GEARLENS TRAN:AMISSION,
CARTERCAR SALES (0., 2428 N, CAT, =T
Phone N. G52, SERVICE DEPT.. 1608 14th n.w,

The Luttrell Co., Dupont Circle-

Rervice Station, 1214 N. H. ave. n.w.

Steam Car

lart,

1913 Aodels On Exhibition

THOMAS & BURK,
Tel. Linen. 2181 Tel N. 470
Temporarsy address, 1338 G st. n.e.

DETROIT-ELECTRIC
AND APPERSON CARS.
EMERSON & ORME,

1407 H ST. N.W. PHONE MAIN 7685.

United Niotor Sales Co.,
1429 L St. N.W.,
WE WILL BUY OR SELL
YOUR USED CAR.
STEVENS-DURYEA
T. LAMAR JACKSON, .

+ 14th and R Sts. NW.
Telephone North 3863.

MILLER BROS., AUTO AND SUPI'LY ROUSE
1105407 14th st. pw. Tel XN, 4165

THE BARTRAM GARAGE
Tel T, 458 N.H. Ave. & M st N'W

CADILLAC
BAKER ELEC.

The Cook & Stoddard Cow
11ER840 CONN. AVE. Phoms N 'I‘Rl_l

INVADER OIL
Best By Test
Washington Branch,
Tel. Col. 3796.

Michigan 40.

-$1,740 DeLIVERED.
THE PROBEY CO,

Tel. Weat 213 1220 Wisrvmain ave 3.,

1913 OVERLAND Cars.

Esacszers. Touring Cars and Deilvery Wagos
Raug'ng From §30u to §1.800.

Overiand-Washington Motor Co.

Tel. M. @916 629 “14th o0 2w

'HE MILLER COMPANY,

Tel. M. 576N 1086 Comp. Av=

Muoson [Hupe-\/eATS (oiuasia

Dupont Garage Co., Sales Branch
£317 14th N.W. Tel.LN.5362

L 4
TIRES
For Gasolipe & Electiric Pleasure Cars & Trucks,
IMPERIAL MOTOR CO., 1112 CONN. AVE.
Telephone North B47. RFie

oo oot Grir P G D Sadr e Dl B
AUTOMOBILE 3
GREASE. :

We have a special kind of 2
grease that is favored b_v%
automobilists. You will find
it will give great satisfac-
ton.

BARBER & ROSS, 11th and G sts.




